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Tech Sheet #SPD 203

Proper Check Valve Selection and SPD Operation

Inlet and outlet check valves play an important role in the function of
secondary pressure drainers: controlling the direction of fluid flow.
Manufacturers of secondary pressure drainers design their equipment with a
balance of certain check valve characteristics in mind, such as materials of
construction, size, performance, etc. Changing these characteristics can
seriously affect the performance of secondary pressure drainers. The use of
improperly sized or selected check valves can significantly affect SPD
capacity, shorten equipment life, or render the unit inoperable.

Since check valves are critical system components, the selection of
appropriate check valves is essential for proper operation of secondary
pressure drainers. Always use the original SPD manufacturer’s
recommended check valves to achieve proper operation.

To view the current list of FCI members, visit the FCI website: fluidcontrolsinstitute.org.

This Tech Sheet was developed by the members of the Fluid Controls Institute (FCI) Secondary Pressure Drainer Section. FCI is a trade association
comprising the leading manufacturers of fluid control and conditioning equipment. FCI Tech Sheets are information tools and should not be used as
substitutes for instructions from individual manufacturers. Always consult with individual manufacturers for specific instructions regarding their
equipment.
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